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Course Description

Course Title Public and Administrative Law
Course Code 27602
Course Title Additional

Scientific-Disciplinary Sector |IUS/09

Language Italian

Degree Course Master in Public Policy and Innovative Governance

Other Degree Courses

(Loaned)

Lecturers Prof. Stefania Baroncelli,
Stefania.Baroncelli@unibz.it
https://www.unibz.it/en/faculties/economics-
management/academic-staff/person/981
Dott. Lucia Busatta,

Lucia.Busatta@unibz.it
https://www.unibz.it/en/faculties/economics-
management/academic-staff/person/31615
Mag.phil.Dr.iur. Christoph Perathoner,
Christoph.Perathoner@unibz.it
https://www.unibz.it/en/faculties/economics-
management/academic-staff/person/40440

Teaching Assistant

Semester First semester

Course Year/s 1

Ccp 8

Teaching Hours 48

Lab Hours 10 preparatory course (Busatta) + 12 (Perathoner)

Individual Study Hours

Planned Office Hours 24

Contents Summary The course Public and Administrative Law explores the structure
and functioning of the State, the principles of public and

administrative law, and the multilevel legal system in a European
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context. It focuses on legal sources, fundamental rights, regional
autonomy, and the role of public administration in promoting
efficiency, transparency, and sustainability. Particular attention is
given to innovative approaches to governance and to the
protection of rights in the economic, social, and environmental
spheres.

Course Topics

Structure and functioning of the State

Concept of democracy

Protection of fundamental rights, the environment and the principle
of equality

Government, federalism, regions and autonomous entities
Innovative forms of decision-making

Interpretation and general principles for positive social and
environmental outcomes

Principles governing the organisation of administrations
Sources of law:

State law

Delegated legislation

European Union law

Ministerial decrees

Regional law

Regulations

Regulations of independent authorities

Customs

Solutions to conflicts of law

Keywords

State and forms of government

Democracy and constitutional principles
Fundamental rights and equality principle
Environmental protection

Federalism and regional autonomy
Decision-making process and institutional innovation
Legal interpretation and general principles
Organization of public administrations

Sources of law and hierarchy of norms
Resolution of legal conflicts

European Union law and national legal systems

Recommended Prerequisites

Students without a background in law are encouraged to actively
attend the "preparatory course" in law, organized at the beginning
of the first semester (prof.ssa Busatta).
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At the end of the preparatory course, a final test will be
administered to assess students' basic knowledge. This test will
have no negative consequences and is intended to help students
understand their current knowledge level and assist them in
selecting appropriate courses. If a student does not pass, they can
consult with the Laboratory Lecturer or the Professor to identify
ways to improve their understanding.

Students who pass with distinction may be awarded up to one
additional point

Propaedeutic Courses

Teaching Format

Frontal lectures, lab and group work

Mandatory Attendance

Attendance is recommended, but not mandatory.

Specific Educational
Objectives and Learning
Outcomes

Knowledge and understanding

The student will acquire legal knowledge necessary for the training
of senior public sector professionals, capable of understanding and
managing the dynamics and relationships within public bodies and
local, national and supranational administrations. This knowledge is
essential to enable students to successfully take part in public
competitions.

The student will acquire knowledge of organisational models, the
business factors involved in the organisation of public enterprises,
operating in different sectors (international organisations, central
administrations, local authorities, healthcare, public enterprises)
and the consequences for the community.

The student will also acquire knowledge necessary for developing,
managing and evaluating the impact of public projects, and
knowledge useful for analysing organisational innovation processes
and interpreting current tools and trends relating to personnel
management in public companies.

Ability to apply knowledge and understanding

The student will acquire the ability to:

- interpret and apply the main rules on the organisation and
operation of public bodies;

- use the techniques of legal reasoning in the field of public
administration and the public sector, to use the appropriate legal
terminology in the three teaching languages, and to apply the
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knowledge gained to concrete legal and organisational events at
local, national and supranational level.

Autonomy of judgement

The student will acquire the ability to ability to select data and use
appropriate information to describe a problem concerning the
design, implementation and evaluation of public sector projects
and policies, aiming at innovation and improvement of processes,
products and results.

Communication skills

The student will acquire the ability to communicate effectively in
oral and written form the specialised content of individual
disciplines, using different registers according to the target
audience and communicative and didactic purposes, and to
evaluate the educational effects of his/her communication.

Learning skills

The student will acquire the ability to:

- use information technology autonomously to carry out
bibliographical research and investigations and for one's own
training and further education;

- identify thematic links and establish relationships between
different cases and contexts of analysis;

- frame a new problem systematically and generate appropriate
taxonomies;

- develop general models from the phenomena studied.

Specific Educational
Objectives and Learning
Outcomes (additional info.)

Assessment

Attending students

- Mid-term written exam covering the first third of the course
programme (multiple choice questions - 30% of the final mark)

- Mid-semester oral exam covering the second third of the course
programme (30% of the final mark)

- Final written exam on the remaining part of the programme
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(multiple-choice and open-ended questions - 20% of the final
mark)

- Laboratory: questions on practical issues and innovative
solutions; assessed separately (20% of the final mark)

Non-attending students

Final written examination consisting of:

multiple-choice questions,

review questions,

laboratory-related questions and on innovative governance
solutions.

Note on laboratories

Laboratory activities are assessed separately (also for attendance
purposes). However, the final exam covers both lectures and
laboratory contents.

Evaluation Criteria

Written examination

Clarity and completeness of answers.

Mastery of language: legal appropriateness, grammatical
correctness and logical consistency.

Ability to summarise, critically evaluate and connect topics.
Ability to comment on a legal text and case law.

Oral examination

Knowledge and understanding of concepts.
Mastery of legal language.

Ability to express oneself clearly and coherently.

Laboratory

Ability to participate appropriately in debates.
Knowledge of the topics discussed.

Ability to critically evaluate legal issues.
Writing and presentation skills.

Active participation: up to 2 additional points.

Bonus points
Passing the preparatory course with honours: up to 1 additional
point.
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Required Readings

T. Groppi — A. Simoncini, Introduzione allo studio del diritto
pubblico e delle sue fonti, Giappichelli editore, Torino, last ed. (the
entire book)

Certain sections of the following books (the exact pages will be
indicated in the detailed examination instructions in the Team of
the course)

- S. Baroncelli, Profili costituzionali del Trentino Alto
Adige/Sidtirol. Lezioni e materiali, Giappichelli, 2015

- Baroncelli, Moschella, Morelli, Tiberi, M.P. Vipiana, P. Vipiana
- Lineamenti di Diritto pubblico, Giappichelli, 2024

- V. Cerulli Irelli, Lineamenti di diritto amministrativo, VIl ed.,
Torino, 2019

- Corso — De Benedetto — Rangone, Diritto amministrativo
effettivo. Una introduzione, Il Mulino, 2022

- United Nations, Good practices and innovations in public
governance. United Nations public service awards winners and
finalists 2012-2013 https://www.un-
ilibrary.org/content/books/978921054 1930#chapters

- United Nations, Compendium of Innovative Practices in Public
Governance and Administration for Sustainable Development,
2016 https://www.un-ilibrary.org/content/books/9789210587099

Supplementary Readings

The consultation of the text of the ltalian and other States’
Constitutions

Further Information

Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)

No poverty, Zero hunger, Good health and well-being, Quality
education, Partnerships fot the goals, Decent work and economic
growth, Reduced inequalities, Peace, justice and strong
institutions, Gender equality
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