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The course proposes an interpretation of the Alpine space from an 
anthropological point of view, analysing the phenomena that 
characterise it from an ecological, sociological and productive point 
of view, as well as with regard to its cultural and ideological 
perception. Specific case studies will be analysed and there will be 
the opportunity to interact through short ethnographic work with 
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some regional Alpine micro-contexts by experimenting with 
anthropological research methodology.

Themen der 
Lehrveranstaltung

- The birth of cultural anthropology and the relationship with Alpine 
anthropology: living territories and identity 
- The Alps as a "magnificent laboratory" or the invention of the 
mountains: Enlightenment, romanticism and primitivism. 
- Living in the Alps: ecology and community, modes of production 
and forms of social organisation, anthropisation of the territory and 
forms of settlement, private property and great transformation, 
collective domains in the historical context and in the 
comtemporary context, legislative foundations (168/2017) and 
case studies of resilience and resistance. 
- Traditional settlements in Ladin valleys: viles, Communitas Vallis, 
Erbhof 
- Tangible and intangible cultural heritage: environment and 
technology, sheep, goat and cattle breeding (mountain pasturing, 
transhumance, milk-dairy production, circular economy of alpine 
pasture, stable meadows), agriculture from subsistence to 
monoculture industrialisation, economic-commercial relations, 
limits of development, sustainability in the Highlands, emigration, 
roots and practices of autonomy 
- Alpine Mediterranean diet: cultural-historical development of a 
food model. Food and tourism innovation. The territoire of edible 
life. 
- Demography and limits of development, family and kinship 
structures, village endogamy and exogamy. 
- Migratory movements in the Alpine context.

Stichwörter Cultural anthropology 
Alpine anthropology 
Alpine area 
Ladin valleys 
Tangible and intangible cultural heritage

Empfohlene 
Voraussetzungen

Propädeutische 
Lehrveranstaltungen

Unterrichtsform Interactive lesson

Anwesenheitspflicht According to the course regulations



Spezifische Bildungsziele 
und erwartete 
Lernergebnisse

Spezifisches Bildungsziel 
und erwartete 
Lernergebnisse (zusätzliche 
Informationen)

Art der Prüfung  

Bewertungskriterien Awarding of a single final mark. 
The criteria for awarding the final grade will take into account the 
ability to structure a critical reflection starting from a specific topic 
selected, the relevance of the arguments put forward, the logical-
organisational structure of the text, argumentative clarity and 
formal correctness. 
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