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Sintesi contenuti

The course explores how policies are shaped, implemented, and
evaluated across different contexts. Students will engage with key
theories of the policy process and apply them through hands-on
experiences, including fieldwork and collaboration with local
stakeholders. The course emphasizes critical thinking and equips
students with tools to analyze decision-making dynamics and
evaluate public policies. Through interactive lectures and practical
exercises, students gain a comprehensive understanding of the
actors, institutions, and mechanisms that drive policy-making.
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Argomenti
dell'insegnamento

This course is offered as “free choice” within the BA in Economics,
Politics, and Ethics (EPE) and falls within the disciplinary field of
Political Science. It examines public policy processes involving a
wide range of actors, including policymakers, grassroots
movements, and civil society organizations.

In addition to providing an overview of the main theoretical
approaches and their application to the study of policy processes,
the course offers an applied learning component. Students will
engage in policy evaluation activities and interact directly with local
stakeholders, such as policymakers, practitioners, and
representatives of civil society organizations.

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
e Demonstrate a solid understanding of the main theoretical
approaches to the study of public policy processes

e Apply these theories to analyze how policy decisions are made
and how policies take shape in practice

¢ Understand the key stages of the policy-making process, from
agenda-setting and formulation to implementation

e Identify the role of political actors and organized interests in
shaping policy outcomes

e Recognize how institutional contexts enable and constrain the
policy-making process

e Critically analyze public policies

e Apply qualitative methods of policy evaluation, such as
interviews, participant observation, and focus groups.

The course equips students with the analytical tools necessary to
understand policy-making at the local, national, and international
levels. It is structured around three main components:

1. The study of public policy and its context: this section
introduces the concept of public policy, the main theoretical
approaches, and the role of contextual factors.

2. The emergence of policy: this section examines the key stages
of the policy cycle, including problem definition, agenda-setting,
the identification and selection of policy alternatives, and
implementation.

3. Evaluation, feedback, and change: this section focuses on
policy evaluation and processes of policy learning and change. It
also provides students with the opportunity to apply theoretical
and methodological tools in an empirical setting.




Freie Universitat Bozen

unibz Libera Universita di Bolzano
=== Universita Liedia de Bulsan

Parole chiave

public policy, policy-making, field research

Prerequisiti

Insegnamenti propedeutici

None

Modalita di insegnamento

The course includes lectures, seminars with experts, and active
student involvement in policy evaluation tasks based on real local
case studies.

Obbligo di frequenza

Recommended, but not required

Obiettivi formativi specifici e
risultati di apprendimento
attesi

ILO (Intended Learning Outcomes)

ILO 1 Conoscenza e comprensione
ILO 1.1 partiti politici, gruppi di interesse, movimenti

ILO 2 Capacita di applicare conoscenza e comprensione

ILO 2.1 capacita di comprendere, analizzare e identificare processi
decisionali politici

ILO 2.2 capacita di analizzare un testo tecnico attraverso adeguati
strumenti teorici;

ILO 2.3 capacita di produrre un testo ragionato su un argomento di
scienza politica

ILO 3 Autonomia di giudizio

ILO 3.1 Acquisizione della capacita di giudizio e degli strumenti
metodologici utili per I'analisi critica dei dati, delle fonti, dei
presupposti e delle implicazioni della pratica scientifica, del
contesto politico, etico e giuridico entro il quale si iscrivono e con il
quale interagiscono i fenomeni economici

ILO 4 Abilita comunicative

ILO 4.1 Padronanza (orale e scritta) delle lingue italiana, tedesca e
inglese, ivi compresa la traduzione tra queste lingue. Competenza
interculturale. Pregnanza concettuale, capacita di sintesi ed
espressione scritta, in particolare per quanto riguarda
I'elaborazione di documenti scientifici o con base scientifica

ILO 5 Capacita di apprendimento
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ILO 5.1 Promozione del pensiero critico e delle capacita analitiche
che consentano di focalizzare problemi complessi nella loro
dinamica di lungo periodo e nella varieta delle loro implicazioni
anche etiche

Obiettivi formativi specifici e
risultati di apprendimento
attesi (ulteriori info.)

This course aims to provide students with a solid understanding of
decision-making patterns across local, national, and international
contexts. It enables students to identify the key drivers of public
decisions and to compare how these dynamics vary across
different policy environments.

The course equips students with the analytical tools necessary to
understand and critically assess policy positions and preferences.
Throughout the course, students will engage with processes of
policy formation and negotiation, gaining insight into the factors
that shape and influence these processes.

A core objective of the course is to develop students’ ability to
critically analyze the public policy process and to understand the
relationships between policy actors and institutions.

Students will also learn to evaluate policy-making dynamics in a
structured and critical manner, and to communicate their analyses
using appropriate academic and professional language. The course
includes engagement with original research articles, enabling
students to develop the skills required to read, synthesize, and
summarize academic texts effectively.

Finally, the course offers a practical, hands-on component in public
policy evaluation (see assessment section for further details),
allowing students to apply theoretical and methodological
knowledge in an empirical context (see Assessment section for
further information)

Modalita di esame

Please note that even if course attendance is not mandatory, it will
determine different exam modalities.

This course defines students upon attendance as follows:

- Attending students: all those students who take part in both the
class project and the organized class excursion (see below)

- Non-attending students: all those students who NEITHER
participate in the class project, NOR will take part to the organized
excursion

This distinction is mirrored in the exam modalities as follows:
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- Attending students’ final evaluation:

- 60% course project (ILOs assessed: 2.1; 2.3; 3.1; 4.1; 5.1)

- 40% written exam (ILOs assessed: 1.1; 2.2; 4.1)

- Non-attending students:

- 100% written exam (ILOs assessed: 1.1; 2.1; 2.2; 2.3; 3.1; 4.1;
5.1)

Further details:

- Course project: the course offers students with the possibility to
take part to a policy experiment done in collaboration between
local stakeholders (policy makers, practitioners and civil society
associations). Students who take part to the course project will be
expected to:

- Participate in an organized local excursion (expenses covered)
organized during the regular course timetable

- Participate in guest lectures and seminars organized during the
regular course timetable

- Participate in empirical policy evaluation sessions organized
during the regular course timetable

- Participate to the realization of a report (written individual
contribution expected) to be shared with local stakeholders
concerning the obtained results

- Written exam (attending students): for all attending students
(see above) the written exam is constituted of 2 written questions
regarding the aspects treated during the course project and the
course itself

- Written exam (non-attending students): for non-attending
students (see above) the assessment consists of a written exam
covering the topics treated during the course. Please note that a
list of arguments that will be part of the non-attending exam
format will be shared in due time during the lectures. Please note
that this exam modality will have the following structure (duration
2hrs):

- 20 quick answer questions (0.5 points each)

- 4 Analytical questions with a maximum of 8 lines answer (2.5
points each)

- 2 Analytical questions with a maximum of 15 lines answer (5
points each)

Criteri di valutazione

The evaluation criteria apply to both attending and non-attending
students (please note that non-attending students will be
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exclusively judged through the written exam) and are to be
intended as such:

- Written exam (both attending and non-attending students):
Students will be judged on their ability to recall and apply the
content of the readings. Particular attention will be given to the
precision and appropriateness of written production, alongside with
their ability to reason critically about political concepts (public-
policy related) and phenomena.

-Course project (only for attending students): Students will be
judged on the basis of the following criteria:

Methodological preparation: clarity and appropriateness of the
research design

Data collection and facilitation: ability to manage qualitative data
collection respectfully and effectively, including preparation,
moderation, note-taking, and adherence to basic ethical principles.
Analysis and interpretation: capacity to identify relevant patterns,
critically discuss findings, and relate empirical insights to public-
policy concepts covered in class.

Group collaboration: quality of teamwork, division of tasks, and
contribution to the collective project outcome.

Written output: clarity, structure, and coherence of the final project
report, including appropriate use of course concepts, accurate
referencing, and professional presentation.

Bibliografia obbligatoria

M. HOWLETT, M. RAMESH, A. PERL, Studying Public Policy,
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2009.

Bibliografia facoltativa

Altre informazioni

Obiettivi di Sviluppo
Sostenibile (SDGs)

Citta e comunita sostenibili, Ridurre le disuguaglianze




