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Contents Summary This cross-year course offers an introduction to basic writing skills 
in an academic context with a particular focus on text clarity 
(coherence), cohesion and conciseness of content as well as 
comprehensibility. At the beginning, the spectrum of text types to 
be written in the degree programme is explored. A guideline for 
the respective text type is used to work on specific examples of 
selected text types. Students are then encouraged and enabled to 
critically analyse academic literature, present controversies and 
argue their case. Another core content area of the course is the 
formal aspects and guidelines for academic writing, whereby the 
citation of academic literature in particular is dealt with in detail.



Course Topics Academic Text Types and Writing Style 
- Overview of key academic text types in higher education 
- Internal and external text features 
- Academic writing style 
 
Developing Writing Competence 
- Precision and clarity 
- Cohesive devices (e.g. connectors) 
- Sentence structure: simple versus complex sentences 
- Function of adjectives in academic texts 
- Formal versus informal language 
- Redundancy and variation in language use 
 
Writing Process and Working with Sources 
- The writing process: from planning to proofreading 
- Excerpting: summarising and paraphrasing 
- Citing sources and creating a reference list 
- Avoiding plagiarism

Keywords Introduction to academic writing, academic text types, 
development of writing skills, writing process, source work

Recommended Prerequisites

Propaedeutic Courses

Teaching Format Laboratory / Exercise

Mandatory Attendance

The aim of the course is to develop basic writing skills for 
university. 
Students name common types of academic texts and understand 
how they are typically structured. They develop an understanding 
of the specifics of academic language and begin to develop an 
academic writing style by writing their first short texts. Students 
can summarise scientific literature, compare it critically, present 
initial controversies and argue. In doing so, they apply the 
guidelines for correct academic writing. 
 
Knowledge and understanding 
Students name academic text types and describe the basic 
structure. They know the central criteria, basic rules and guidelines 
for writing a scientific text and are familiar with the ethical 

Specific Educational 
Objectives and Learning 
Outcomes



principles of scientific work. 
 
Applying knowledge 
Students write their own short paper that fulfils the basic 
expectations of a scientific text. 
 
Judgement 
In their written work, students show that they can critically analyse 
academic literature. They form an independent judgement about 
the quality of their work and derive possibilities for improvement. 
 
Communication 
Students demonstrate confidence in the use of different text types. 
They pay attention to clarity and comprehensibility as well as a 
formal scientific writing style in their work. 
 
Learning strategies 
Students make targeted use of reading and writing techniques and 
view the development of their writing skills as a continuous 
learning process over the course of their degree programme.

Specific Educational 
Objectives and Learning 
Outcomes (additional info.)

Assessment Written: Writing an independent paper on a topic of personal 
choice

Evaluation Criteria Assessment Criteria for the Written Assignment 
- Fulfilment of the specific requirements of the chosen text type 
- Consistency and clarity of structure 
- Textual coherence and cohesion 
- Precise, clear, and comprehensible argumentation 
- Use of academic literature 
- Use of academic language (objectivity, style, etc.) 
- Adherence to formal requirements (title page, formatting, etc.) 
and citation rules
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Further Information

Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)

Quality education


