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Course Description

Course Title Growth and Development Economics
Course Code 27220
Course Title Additional

Scientific-Disciplinary Sector [ECON-01/A

Language Italian

Degree Course Bachelor in Economics, Politics and Ethics

Other Degree Courses

(Loaned)

Lecturers Prof. Giacomo Davide De Luca,
Giacomo.DeLuca@unibz.it
https://www.unibz.it/en/faculties/economics-
management/academic-staff/person/39855

Teaching Assistant

Semester First semester

Course Year/s 2

CP 7

Teaching Hours 42

Lab Hours -

Individual Study Hours -

Planned Office Hours 21

Contents Summary The course introduces students to key issues, theories and
empirical approaches in the study of economic development, with a
focus on low- and middle-income countries: Explores the main
challenges and constraints to development, including poverty,
inequality, corruption, unfavourable geography and access to
finance; Examines theoretical models of economic growth and
development, such as the Solow model, dual-sector models and
institutional approaches; Analyses the causes and consequences of
civil wars and political instability and their impact on long-term
development and the quality of institutions; Encourages critical

thinking and debate in the analysis of contemporary challenges to




Freie Universitat Bozen

unibz Libera Universita di Bolzano
=== Universita Liedia de Bulsan

economic development.

Course Topics

Development models - the role of capital
Development models - neoclassical
Development models - contemporary
Geographical factors

The curse of natural resources
Conflicts and civil wars

Social institutions and norms
Corruption

The role of agriculture

Urbanisation and migration
Microfinance

Debt and development aid

Keywords

growth, development, poverty

Recommended Prerequisites

Propaedeutic Courses

There are no prerequisite courses, but attendance of the course(s)
Economics 1/Microeconomics and 2/Macroeconomics, and
Econometrics is suggested in order to adequately follow the
lectures.

Teaching Format

Lectures and student presentations in seminar form (counting 40%
of the final course grade)

Mandatory Attendance

Recommended but not compulsory.

Specific Educational
Objectives and Learning
Outcomes

ILO (Intended Learning Outcomes)

ILO 1 Knowledge and understanding

ILO 1.1 ability to understand complex economic texts in the three
teaching languages;

ILO 1.2 understanding of the reasons for economic growth and
development of countries;

ILO 1.3 estimation and interpretation of econometric models for
the empirical analysis of previous problems.

ILO 2 Ability to apply knowledge and understanding

ILO 2.1 ability to interact with native speakers fluently and
spontaneously on economic topics;

ILO 2.2 ability to produce texts on topics of scientific interest;
ILO 2.3 ability to evaluate the effects of trade in a globalised
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world;

ILO 2.4 ability to apply models of political economy, development
and economic growth to analyse problems related to poverty,
income inequality, education and health pertaining to developed
and developing countries;

ILO 2.5 ability to develop recommendations for growth and
development oriented policy measures;

ILO 2.6 ability to independently analyse data and to detect and
explain relationships between real phenomena

ILO 3 Making judgements

ILO 3.1 Acquisition of the capacity for judgement and the
methodological tools useful for the critical analysis of data,
sources, assumptions and implications of scientific practice, the
political, ethical and legal context within which economic
phenomena are embedded and with which they interact.

ILO 4 Communication skills

ILO 4.1 Proficiency (oral and written) in Italian, German and
English, including translation between these languages.
Intercultural competence. Conceptual awareness, ability to
summarise and express oneself in writing, particularly in the
drafting of scientific or science-based documents.

ILO 5 Learning skills

ILO 5.1 Promotion of critical thinking and analytical skills that
enable one to focus on complex problems in their long-term
dynamics and the variety of their implications, including ethical
ones.

Specific Educational
Objectives and Learning
Outcomes (additional info.)

Assessment

Final written exam (ILOs assessed: 1-5) and presentation (ILOs
assessed: 2-5) OR only final written exam (ILOs assessed: 1-5).

The final written examination has 2 parts:




Freie Universitat Bozen

unibz Libera Universita di Bolzano
=== Universita Liedia de Bulsan

Part 1 (1 hour) for all students has 2 questions on topics covered
in class.

Part 2 (30 minutes) has one question on material covered in the
presentations and is only for students who have not made a
presentation during the course.

The final written exam counts for 60% of the final grade for
students who have made the presentation and 100% for other
students.

Evaluation Criteria

Presentations will be assessed on the basis of three dimensions:
slides, exposition, understanding of material.

The final written examination assesses understanding, knowledge
and competence on the topics covered in the lecture.

Required Readings

Todaro and Smith 'Economic Development', Pearson

In addition, the course is based on recent academic papers, which
are selected every year.

Supplementary Readings

Further Information

Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)

No poverty, Zero hunger, Peace, justice and strong institutions,
Industry, innovation and infrastructure, Good health and well-being




